Knuckle

Here is the part that looks especially good for an IRS application.  The knuckle forging uses large bearings but is relatively small and light.  The ball joints are a bit massive but offer simple mounting via two bolts allowing for easy fabrication of A arms.  Alternately, the ball joints could easily be replaced with rose joints.

Axle

The axle is tubular and lightweight allowing for easy lengthening and shortening.  SAAB uses a peculiar three lobe trunion in place of the usual CV type joint.  The joint is strong however and seems to do the job.  I plan to remove the mating bits from a SAAB transaxle on my next visit to the wreckers and will graft them to the output flanges of my Toyota “pumpkin”.

Hub

Not much to say here.  Small and simple with Toyota style 4-1/2” bolt pattern.  Studs are slightly larger than Toyota so I am faced with boring wheels to accept SAAB lugs or re-drilling hub for smaller Toyota studs.  Largish raised center may also cause fit-up problems with non-SAAB wheels.

Rotors

For comparison, the three rotors shown from left to right are: stock SAAB, Triumph Spitfire, and Toyota Corolla GTS from rear axle of the 16 valve hot rod sold in USA.  The SAAB rotors are obviously a bit large and most certainly overkill for the Locost.  I will use Spitfire rotors inboard with Wilwood calipers.  Should be straightforward bolt-on to Toyota diff using SAAB trunions and requiring a little machine work.

Calipers

SAAB unit on left and much smaller Wilwood on the right.  You can see the huge size difference between the two.  The SAAB is a steel and cast iron single pot, the Wilwood is an alloy twin pot.  It is not obvious, but the spring and lever gizmo at the rear of the SAAB caliper is a parking brake actuator device.  Perfect for IRS.  I will use Wilwood along with inboard Triumph discs.

